
Speaking and Listening – our intent 

 

The national curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ 
personal development across the entire curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically.  

At Holy Ghost we recognise the close relationship between speaking, listening and learning.  

Learning through talk builds children’s confidence and competence as communicators, which, in 

turn, enhances their ability to collaborate and learn in creative ways. 

A focus on tasks which promote strong oracy helps children to develop their thinking, in addition 

to preparing them for expressing themselves better as writers. 

The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their 

vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading and writing. Teachers at Holy Ghost 

ensure the continual development of pupils’ confidence and competence in spoken language, 

and strong listening skills are encouraged. Pupils are helped to develop a capacity to explain their 

understanding of books and other reading material, and to prepare their ideas before they write. 

Central to learning across the curriculum is being able to make their thinking clear, to themselves, 

as well as to others.  Teachers ensure that pupils build secure foundations by using discussion to 

probe and remedy children’s thinking, including their misconceptions. The use of drama and the 

explicit use of conventions for discussion and debate are key.  By adopting, creating and 

sustaining a range of roles through drama, and responding appropriately to others in role, 

children learn to rehearse, refine, share and respond thoughtfully across all areas of learning.  

In order to meet the requirements of National Curriculum speaking and listening, the children need to be continuously 

exposed to learning situations where they can :  listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers  ask 

relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge  use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary  

articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions  give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives 

for different purposes, including for expressing feelings  maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 

conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments  use spoken language to develop 

understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas  speak audibly and fluently with an 

increasing command of Standard English  participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, 

improvisations and debates  gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  consider and evaluate 

different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others  select and use appropriate registers for 

effective communication. 

 

KS1 

In simple terms, by the end of KS1 children should speak clearly, thinking about their listeners; 

and making relevant points.  They should be able to link simple cause and effect. 

Ks2 

By the end of KS2 they should be able to confidently speak in a range of contexts for a range of 

purposes and audiences; learning to respond appropriately when collaborating. 

 


