
Reading – our intent 

‘Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and 

wisest of counsellors, and the most patient of teachers’.  -Charles W. Elio 

 

Reading enables children to discover new facts, learn at school, but more importantly 

opens them up to the world of opportunities, ideas and stories.  

 

At Holy Ghost our intention is that children learn to love reading for pleasure, engaging 

in a dialogue of books, which communicates and deepens their understanding of genres, 

texts, characters and plot, while being provided with learning experiences of rich value. A 

child's reading skills are important to their success in school as they will allow them to 

access the breadth of the curriculum and improve their communication and language 

skills. We aim for all pupils to become fluent, avid and analytical readers, reading and 

speaking about literature with clear expression and purpose.  
 

The teaching of reading provides rich opportunity for children to interact with a range of 

genres, fiction and non-fiction books, focusing first on the phonetic sounds needed to 

read successfully, and then developing an understating of the context of language used, 

inferring and analysing the authors’ intentions and summarising key information from 

the text.  

 

Children will develop a range of skills to draw upon when accessing a text. Through the 

delivery of our reading curriculum we ensure a consistent and robust teaching and 

learning of early reading skills and phonics in Reception and KS1, so that pupils are able to 

read with increased speed and fluency and access the wider curriculum. 

 

At Holy Ghost it is the intention that progression in reading helps learners to decode 

words, read with fluency, widen their working vocabulary, make inferences and develop 

a knowledge of story structure and text format. It is important to see children’s progress 
as cumulative, so that skills learnt early are revisited, embedded and become part of an 

increasing, automatic and confident approach, which results in stronger use of language 

as a child’s reading develops.   
 

Children’s love for reading is stimulated by rich, engaging texts and children are 

encouraged to choose books which fit their personal appetites.  Units of work are 

organised around stimulating texts, which link where possible to learning across the 

national curriculum. Texts chosen for whole class teaching provides children the 

opportunity to decode words, encountering unfamiliar words; study grammar and 

punctuation and how it is used within a genre or context, comprehension, and 

vocabulary to help develop language choices for their own compositional writing. 

Specific objectives are planned for different ability groups in each class. A record is made 

of pupil progress with specific and age appropriate reading skills. This is reflected in 

teachers’ own records; reading record books and specific targets which are shared with 

parents. Home/school communication regarding reading is through reading records and 



homework books. Children are taught to use the point, evidence, explanation method 

when discussing and investigating texts.  

“Jolly Phonics” and “Jolly Grammar” are used in Early Years and KS1, alongside our own 
bespoke phonics programme. In KS2 phonics/spelling teaching in small groups or 1:1 

continues for pupils who are not proficient in their phonic and spelling knowledge.   

 

Pie Corbett believes that   “Great books…build the imagination…and equip the reader 
with language…because around 75 per cent of our vocabulary comes from our 
reading.”    

 

 

 


