
Real World Writers – our intent 

At Holy Ghost the reasons and purposes for writing are clearly expressed as follows: to persuade; 

to influence; to entertain; to paint with words; to reflect and to make a record (Real World 

Writers – Young and Ferguson 2021). 

Children will experience writing for pleasure and will know the features of narrative.  They will 

write to instruct; explain; discuss; persuade and recount.  Additionally they will learn that each 

non-fiction genre of writing has a structure; specific features and a definite purpose.  

Our intention as a school is to move children to write, and to close gaps between progress in 

reading and progress in writing, acknowledging that children’s developmental journey 
progresses from the spoken word, through to reading and appreciating the written word, before 

mastering the effects of writing for a range of audiences and purposes.  

We engage children through an integrated approach to the teaching of Literacy, where speaking, 

listening, reading and writing involve mutually supportive learning processes, whilst being key 

aspects of learning in their own right.   

Learning to write begins with carefully selected models taken from quality literature to which the 

children are exposed.  Engaging children to interact with these texts through drama; role-play 

and a range of dramatic conventions assists with the preparation for writing and provides the 

teacher with the opportunity to frame the learning in an engaging manner.  Effective writing will 

flow if the stimuli and pedagogy excite children, and builds their confidence to write with 

purpose and meaning.  Children will learn that their writing serves its purpose best when geared 

to the reader. 

At Holy Ghost, the teaching of grammar and punctuation are viewed as providing the tools to 

enhance children’s written expression.   The teaching of handwriting and spelling take place in 
addition to the daily Literacy lessons.  Mini lessons for grammar would naturally lead to children 

examining its function within the context of purposeful writing. 

The writing process is taught from Reception through to Year 6.  In the younger years, children 

are expected to read their work aloud and are helped to make simple improvements.  From Year 

2 upwards, children are exposed to the processes of drafting, editing, revising and publishing.   

At Holy Ghost we embrace the Young and Ferguson aspiration that children write not “like 
writers”, but that, in fact, write as writers.  The author’s chair in each classroom provides children 
with the opportunity to celebrate and share their writing. 

 

 

 


