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Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Through the Early Years Phase at Holy Ghost School, children are encouraged to 

develop a love of learning, tenacity, resilience, creativity and collaboration;  to 

participate in open ended exploratory play, to take risks, to ‘have a go’ through the 
use of stimulating resources and the questioning, scaffolding and challenge of 

adults.  

 

We recognise the characteristics of effective learning with Creative Crocodile, 

Tenacious Turtle and Resilient Rabbit awards. 

  

 



The Environment 

We embrace every part of the environment, and every part of the day, in providing 

an opportunity for learning.  From the social experience of eating lunch: handling 

cutlery, remembering to appreciate those who help us,  thinking about healthy 

eating, communicating with our friends; to the playground: sharing equipment, 

taking turns, helping each other, developing physical skills, to the adult led and 

child initiated learning in the indoor and outdoor classroom. 

 

Relationships 

Physical, mental and emotional safety is key to promote good learning.  Learning is 

dependent on feeling safe.  The environment, resources, the playground, the 

classroom, outside areas and other equipment and facilities are carefully planned to 

keep children safe. Children learn how to keep themselves safe, but also how and 

when to ask for help if they need it.   

Positive interactions and relationships enable children to feel safe enough to make 

mistakes, to persevere, to not give up.   

 

With Year 6 Buddies 

 

 



Sharing, taking turns, listening and communicating appropriately are skills that are 

valued and modelled, and part of every learning situation.  We work closely with 

our families and the Holy Ghost Church to support children in promotion of the 

Catholic faith, the children’s personal, social and emotional development alongside 
their own unique learning journey. Linked to our faith, and underpinned by our 

mission statement ‘A child helped by another child is like a strong city’, in Holy 
Ghost Early Years class, adults model and support children in developing 

understanding of their own and others’ feelings, learning to form positive 
relationships, treating each other with dignity, respect and sensitivity, leading to 

excellent behaviour and appropriate communication skills.  

 

Celebrating Easter 

 

 
Learning our Prayers 

Lifelong Learners 

The skills needed to become an excellent lifelong learner are developed in Early 

Years. Listening and communicating, developing independence, harnessing every 

child’s capacity to learn and providing learning opportunities which inspire wonder 
are the first building blocks to developing excellent learning behaviours.  Focussing 

on the process rather that the outcome means that learning for example to hop or 

hold a pencil with a tripod grip or to dress oneself provide a valuable learning 

experience.  We model language, expectations, questioning, perseverance, 

collaboration, making ‘marvellous mistakes’ to support children to become excellent 
learners. 

Through the provision of quality first teaching, an inspiring environment and 

purposeful resources, based on children’s own interests to engage, challenge and 

support we enable children to achieve their potential. 

Children are given opportunities for sustained thinking and exploring, to gain in 

independence, to follow their interests and to know that their thoughts, ideas, 

efforts, interests, enthusiasms and creations are valued. Thus the three teachers of 

the children in the Early Years are: the children, the environment and the teachers. 



Curriculum 

The curriculum in Early Years is based around 7 areas of learning and development 

– 3 prime areas and 4 specific areas.  The 3 prime areas are: Communication and 

Language, Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Physical Development.  

The 4 specific areas are: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and 

Expressive Arts and Design. 

Prime Areas of Learning and Development: 

Communication and Language:  

Development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning 
and development. Children are provided with opportunities for quality 

conversations in a language rich environment each day. They are encouraged to 

listen to adults and each other.  Regular use of talk partners helps children to learn 

the value of listening to one another, to share ideas, learn to disagree in an 

appropriate manner and take turns in conversations.  New vocabulary is developed 

through building on children’s interests and building children’s language 
appropriately.  Children are regularly engaged in stories, non-fiction texts and 

poems, providing them with excellent opportunities to use and embed new 

vocabulary.  Adults model the use of appropriate vocabulary and develop children’s 
confidence in responding through questioning and encouragement to share ideas, to 

explain and elaborate 

.   

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 

Children’s personal, social and emotional development is crucial for children to lead 

healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. 

Positive relationships with adults and peers are encouraged, modelled and 

supported.  We use the ‘Zones of Regulation’ to support children in understanding 
their own feelings and those of others.  Children are encouraged to identify whether 

they or their peers are feeling ‘red’ – angry, ‘blue’ – sad, or ’green’ – happy.  

Children learn to look after their own bodies, including understanding healthy 

eating and to look after their own hygiene needs .Sharing and turn-taking is 



emphasised to help to develop positive relationships and resolve conflicts through 

modelling, guidance and support.  Close links are made with our Catholic faith, and 

Jesus’s teachings are used to underpin our ‘kind words, kind hands and kind 
actions’ mantra.    

     

Physical Development:  

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to 

pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Through PE lessons and large equipment 

that is regularly available, gross motor skills are developed.  Children learn to 

negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for self and others, 

demonstrate strength, balance and co-ordination when playing, move energetically – 

running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing.  To develop fine motor 

skills children are taught to hold a pencil appropriately using the tripod grip, have 

regular opportunities to practise handwriting, use tools such as scissors, cutlery, 

tweezers, pencils and paintbrushes. 

    

 



Specific Areas of Learning and Development: 

Literacy: 

During the year in Reception, we aim for children to be able to recognise, sound, 

blend and write all of the phonic sounds and common exception – ‘tricky’ words -  in 

Phase 2 and 3 . Daily phonics lessons and practice ensure that children develop the 

ability to say the sounds of each letter in the alphabet as well as digraphs and 

trigraphs in Phase 2 and 3.  Through very regular reading opportunities, as a class, 

in small groups and one to one, children apply this knowledge to reading by 

sounding and blending.  Children also learn to recognise common exception words.  

Reading books are closely matched to phonic ability. Children learn to re-tell, 

remember, understand and analyse books – stories, non-fiction and poems – through 

careful questioning, support and challenge.  They also learn to adapt and create, 

predicting what might happen next from book titles and using clues from what they 

have read.   Children also learn to apply phonic knowledge to writing words and 

sentences that can be read by themselves and others.   Children are encouraged to 

write both in teacher led, and child initiated writing experiences. 

       

  



Numeracy: 

The main focus of the Early Years curriculum is to develop a deep understanding of 

number - to 10 and beyond.  Opportunities are also given to investigate measure 

including weight and capacity, and simple concepts of time.  Children are also 

encouraged to name and describe the properties of 2d and 3d shapes and to organise 

data in pictograms.   The main focus, however, is to gain an understanding of 

numbers to 10, including the composition of each number, subitise (recognise 

quantities without counting) up to 5, automatically recall number bonds up to 5 and 

some number bonds to 10, explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, 

including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed 

equally. Children also learn to verbally count beyond 20 recognising the pattern of 

the counting system. 

   

  



Understanding the World:  

It is important that children learn to make sense of their physical world and their 

community. Children are encouraged to talk about people around them and their 

role in society, make comparisons between the past and the present, observe and 

discuss the environment and the natural world, including seasons, make some 

comparisons between different cultures and religions, life in this country and others 

and develop some understanding of simple maps.  These experiences are developed 

with ‘hands on’ learning with children having many opportunities to investigate, 

discover and share their findings. 

    

    

  



Expressive Arts and Design: 

In order to safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 

experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function, children are given a 

range of opportunities to learn techniques in order to use them independently, 

experiment and investigate.  Through questioning and sharing experiences, they are 

encouraged to share creations explaining processes used.  In re-telling stories they 

have learned, using talk for writing strategies, children re-tell and invent stories and 

poems, making  use of props and materials when role playing characters in 

narratives and stories.  Through the Wandsworth Singing Project and other shared 

songs and poems, children perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others 

and, when appropriate, try to move in time with music. 

    

               

  



Overall, the curriculum is thematic, with a different topic each half term.  To develop 

core skills: phonics, reading, writing, numeracy and RE are systematically taught in 

adult led activities alongside self-directed experiential learning. The Holy Ghost 

Early Years community is one that celebrates how we learn, how we make 

connections, the power of our imaginations, our thinking, talking and sharing.  A 

balance of structure and freedom is provided that promotes curiosity, a love of 

learning and feelings of wonder and awe, empowering children to become positive 

learners equipped with key skills ready for Year 1.   

   

 

 


